
Key Stage 4  

Recommended    

Reading List 



Thriller 

Stephanie Meyer The Chemist  

Chris Bradford Bodyguard Series  

Ali Sparks Car-Jacked 

 

Stephen King Carrie 

 

Rachel Wein Code Name Verity  

Michael Grant Front Lines Series  

Rachel Ward Numbers Series  

Karen McManus One of us is Lying  

Emma Donoghue Room  



Mystery 

Sophie McKenzie The Black Sheep  

Robert Galbraith The Cuckoo’s Calling Series  

Carol Birch The Naming of Eliza Quinn 

 

Agatha Christie Murder on the Orient Express 

 

Wilkie Collins The Woman in White 

 

Subject specific 

Bill Bryson A Short History of Nearly Everything  

“Once you learn to read, you will be   

forever free.” 

     -Frederick Douglass 

Alice Sebold The Lovely Bones  

Stephanie Perkins There’s Someone in Your House  

Bali Rai Web of Darkness 

 

cLASSICS 

George Orwell 1984  

Neville Shute A Town Like Alice  

Arthur Conan Doyle The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 

 

William Golding Lord of the Flies 

 

“Whenever you read a good book, somewhere in the 

world a door opens to allow in more light” 

        - Vera Nazarian 



Life Issues 

Bali Rai Killing Honour  

Gary Schmidt Orbiting Jupiter  

Vikram Swarup Q&A 

 

Angie Thomas The Hate U Give 

 

Susin Nielson We Are All Made of Molecules  

Kathryn Stockett The Help  

“We lose ourselves in books. We find 

ourselves there too.” 

        -Anonymous 

Horror 

K.J. Wignall Blood  

Susan Hill The Woman in Black  

Susan Hill Dolly 

 

Espionage 

Andy McNab Boy Soldier Series  

Allen Zadoff The Hit Series  

Robert Muchamore The Cherubs Series 

 

“A great book should leave you with many               

experiences, and slightly exhausted at the end. You 

live several lives while reading.” 

          -William Styron 



Dystopia 

Anne Kelley Runners  

M.R. Carey The Girl With All the Gifts  

Veronica Roth Divergent Series 

 

SCI FI 

Douglas Adams Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy  

Michael Crichton Jurassic Park  

Michael Crichton Dragon Teeth  

James Patterson Maximum Ride Series 

 

Philip K Dick Do Androids Dream of  Electric Sheep? 

 

Romance 

Cat Clarke Entangled  

Sophie McKenzie Falling Fast  

JoJo Moyes Me Before You 

 

Malorie Blackman Noughts & Crosses 

 

Sarah Dessen Once and For All  

Bali Rai Rani & Sukh  

Bali Rai (Un)arranged Marriage  

“Books can be dangerous. The best ones should be    

labelled “This could change your life”.” 

         -Helen Exley 



Monsters and angels 

Susan Ee Angelfall Series  

Yvonne Woon Dead Beautiful Series  

Eden Maguire Beautiful Dead Series 

 

Lauren Kate Fallen Series 

 

Sally Green Half Bad Series  

Sebastian de Castell Shadow Black  

Andrew Fukuda The Hunt Series  

Matt Whyman The Savages  

Richelle Mead Vampire Academy Series  

Rachel Caine Morganville Vampire Series  

P.C. Cast House of Night Series  

Fantasy 

Alyson Noel Evermore Series  

Mark Walden H.I.V.E. Series  

J.R.R. Tolkien Lord of the Rings Series 

 

Lois Lowry The Giver Series 

 

Alex Scarrow Time Riders Series  

Lauren Oliver Vanishing Girls  

“Reading gives us someplace to go when we have to stay where we are.” 

                -Mason Cooley 


