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Out of Hours Learning Policy Pilot at Slough and Eton

(formerly known as ‘homework’)

Key Stage 3

Work set by teachers in Years 7, 8 and 9 is intended to deepen and enrich the learning that has taken place in the lesson.  Additional Learning Opportunities (ALO) will usually take two forms:

Short tasks set to practise and deepen understanding of a skill learnt in a lesson

Project based learning to examine a learning aspect in detail

Involvement in Additional Learning Opportunities is expected of all pupils and staff will set ALO activities according to a timetable published by the school.  The work of those who complete it will be overtly celebrated through the use of merits, reward assemblies, letters home to parents and displays.  Work that is submitted by the deadline set will be marked and pupils will receive feedback within 2 weeks.  Pupils who choose not to complete ALO activities will lose out on the opportunity to receive such awards.  Detentions will not be set where work is not completed.

The intention of this approach is that pupils will choose to participate in the ALO because they are keen to be rewarded and motivated by the activities offered.  Heads of  Department will monitor the quality of the ALO provided to ensure that they are suitably motivating and will encourage the pupils to get involved.

Departments might like to consider running a weekly ‘ALO Support Club’ where pupils can discuss and develop their work alongside teachers who will be able to give them feedback to help them improve.  These clubs could also have a particular focus that pupils may wish to come along to in order to improve their own learning e.g Maths may have a focus one week on shape and space.

Key Stage 4

The nature of work in Years 10 and 11 is such that everything set will be intrinsically linked to an examination in some way.  This makes completion of the tasks compulsory for pupils.  Departments will be expected to set weekly ‘Learning Development Tasks’ (LDTs) for pupils (one per subject per week).  Each one should last approximately 1 hour and can combine developing and practising lesson work with deepening knowledge and understanding.

Completion of these tasks could be supported by a weekly departmental ‘Examination Workshop’ where pupils can attend to receive support and guidance with the LDTs.  Departments are expected to set detentions for pupils who do not complete these tasks.  Core offenders will be referred to the Senior Leadership Team.  Departments are encouraged to work together to manage the detentions and pupils will be expected to complete the work they have missed during the detention time. Celebration of completed work will continue in the same way as key stage 3.

Key Stage 5

Out of hours learning in Key Stage 5 should both extend and enrich the learning experience in the classroom.  Students should have 5 hours of additional study set per single option as follows:

3 hours of structured homework tasks

2 hours of directed revision from previous topics or wider reading
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